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R. G. AlTKEN. 



Note on Comet a 1901. 

This comet was discovered independently at several stations 
in the southern hemisphere, and for a time was to southern 
observers a conspicuous object in the morning and later on in the 
evening sky. 

Because of its position south of the Sun, it could not be seen 
at northern observatories during its period of greatest brightness. 
It was looked for here carefully on every clear evening and 
morning from April 26th, the date of the announcement of its 
discovery, until May 3d, when the cablegram from Arequipa 
showed that it had passed the Sun and become an evening object. 
The evening sky was then searched without success until Tues- 
day, May 14th, when in the strong twilight it was seen as a hazy 
star of about the eighth magnitude in R. A. 5" 33"; Decl. + 3 
34'. This seems to have been the first observation made of the 
comet in the northern hemisphere. 

Accurate observations secured on the evenings of May 15th 
and 1 6th, showed that it was a little behind the position predicted 
by Dr. Kreutz's preliminary orbit, and that it was fading quite 
rapidly. On the latter date two stars, called 8.2 and 8.7 magni- 
tude respectively in the Albany A. G. Catalogue, were in the 
telescope-field with the comet; the one was certainly brighter, the 
other fainter, than the comet. Last night, May 21st, it was fainter 
than a star of ninth magnitude, — too faint for accurate measures 
in the twilight and haze. R. G. Aitken. 

May 22, 1901. 



